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Reno Chamber Orchestra Proud to be a Part of the 
Award-Winning Ford Made in America Program 

 
Composer Joan Tower’s Made in America 

Honored at Grammy Awards 
 
[Reno, Nevada – February 14, 2008] – Joan Tower’s Made in America was the catalyst for three 
Grammy® Awards, announced on Sunday, February 10 by the Recording Academy. The Reno 
Chamber Orchestra performed the West Coast premiere of Made in America on October 22 and 
23, 2005, as part of Ford Made in America, a partnership program of the League of American 
Orchestras and Meet The Composer. 
 
Tower’s Made in America was recognized as Best Classical Contemporary Composition. The 
Nashville Symphony was awarded two Grammys for its recording of Made in America, led by 
Music Advisor Leonard Slatkin. The Naxos recording won in the categories of Best Classical 
Album and Best Orchestral Performance. Released on May 29, 2007 and distributed in the 
United States and Canada by Naxos of America, the Nashville Symphony CD includes the first 
commercial recording of Tower's Made in America and also features her Tambor and Concerto 
for Orchestra. 
 
The groundbreaking Ford Made in America program, the second cycle of which will launch in 
the fall of 2008, is the largest orchestral commissioning consortium in the country’s history. The 
program enables orchestras with smaller budgets to commission a work by an established 
American composer of national repute. Made in America was performed by 65 American 
orchestras in every state of the Union. 
 
Ford Made in America is made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund, the philanthropic arm of 
Ford Motor Company. 
 



The first round of Ford Made in America was also generously supported by the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Additional funding was provided by The Aaron Copland Fund for 
Music, JPMorgan Chase, Argosy Foundation Contemporary Music Fund, and The Amphion 
Foundation. 
 
Funding for the Reno Chamber Orchestra’s participation in Ford Made in America has been 
generously provided by Sue and Dieter von Hennig. 
 
League President and CEO Henry Fogel said, “I am delighted that Joan Tower’s Made in 
America has enabled 65 of our smaller orchestras to explore a new work by a living composer 
demonstrating what a vibrant and forward looking field this is. Joan’s work is an important 
addition to the repertoire of symphony orchestras at home and even abroad. It is also gratifying 
to know that the recording, which was made possible by the Ford Made in America program, has 
met with success for the Nashville Symphony. We greatly value our partnerships with Meet The 
Composer, the National Endowment for the Arts and all of the funders—and especially Ford 
Motor Company Fund, without which this groundbreaking program would have remained a 
dream.” 
 
 “We are so proud that the composition has received such wonderful attention and critical 
acclaim,” said Jim Vella, President, Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services. “Joan 
Tower’s patriotic composition and the grassroots collaboration of so many orchestras showcase 
Ford Motor Company Fund’s commitment to crossing cultural and geographic boundaries to 
bring diverse audiences together.” 
 
About Ford Made in America  
Ford Made in America was conceived in 2001 by a steering committee of smaller-budget 
orchestra leaders and was developed by the League of American Orchestras and Meet The 
Composer, which provided infrastructure and administrative support. 
 
Ford Made in America supported multiple performances of a new work and subsequently made 
the first composer in the cycle, Joan Tower, the most frequently performed living American 
composer in the 2005-06 concert season. Tower’s Made in America had its world premiere in 
Glens Falls, NY in October 2005, and since then received more than 80 performances within a 
twenty-month period. By the end of the 2006-07 season, Tower’s piece was heard by more than 
75,000 audience members across the nation, an unprecedented accomplishment for a brand new 
work. Additionally, the program has received a citation from the American Society of 
Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP). 
 
For the second cycle of the program, Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Joseph Schwantner has 
been commissioned to write a new work, to be premiered in the fall of 2008 by the Reno 
Chamber Orchestra. 
 
About Joan Tower 
Known and admired for her bold and energetic music, Joan Tower is one of America’s most 
successful and best-known composers of concert music. Her first orchestral work, Sequoia, has 
remained in the repertoire, with performances by the orchestras of Saint Louis, New York, San 



Francisco, Minnesota, Tokyo NHK, and Toronto, as well as the National Symphony and 
London’s Philharmonia. Tower’s tremendously popular five Fanfares for the Uncommon 
Woman have been played by more than 400 different ensembles. 
 
Since 1972 Tower has taught at Bard College, where she is Asher Edelman Professor of Music. 
She is composer-in-residence with the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, a title she also held for eight 
years at the Yale/Norfolk Chamber Music Festival. The first woman ever to receive the 
prestigious Grawemeyer Award in Composition (1990), she was inducted in 1998 into the 
prestigious American Academy of Arts and Letters and in 2004 into the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences at Harvard University. 
_________ 
 
The Reno Chamber Orchestra 
Since 1974, the Reno Chamber Orchestra has provided the highest quality performances of 
repertoire written for smaller orchestra to audiences in northern Nevada. Presenting a regular 
season of concerts as well as the annual Nevada Chamber Music Festival, the RCO works to 
instill and promote the appreciation of chamber orchestra music among audiences diverse in age, 
backgrounds and interests throughout the region. Visit www.RenoChamberOrchestra.org for 
more information. 
 
League of American Orchestras 
Founded in 1942, and chartered by Congress in 1962, the League of American Orchestras leads, 
encourages, and supports America’s orchestras while communicating to the public the essential 
value and cultural importance of orchestras in their communities and the vitality of the music 
they perform. The League provides a wealth of services, meaningful information, learning and 
leadership opportunities, and grassroots advocacy to its diverse membership, which encompasses 
nearly 1,000 member symphony, chamber, youth, and collegiate orchestras of all sizes, and links 
a national network of thousands of instrumentalists, conductors, managers, board members, 
volunteers, staff members, and business partners. Visit www.americanorchestras.org to learn 
more. 
 
Meet The Composer  
Meet The Composer, founded in 1974, is a national organization serving composers of every 
kind of music. Its mission is to increase opportunities for composers by fostering the creation, 
performance, dissemination and appreciation of their music. Support from Meet The Composer 
has resulted in the creation of more than 1,000 works, representing the full spectrum of 
contemporary American culture. Through a range of commissioning, residency, education, and 
audience interaction programs, Meet The Composer has revolutionized the environment for 
composers in this country, bringing live audiences totaling over 45 million individuals more 
closely in contact with the creators in their midst. Find out more at www.meetthecomposer.org.  
 
Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services 
Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services is committed to creating opportunities that 
promote corporate citizenship, philanthropy, volunteerism and cultural diversity for those who 
live in the communities where Ford does business.  Established in 1949 and made possible by 
Ford Motor Company, Ford Motor Company Fund supports initiatives and institutions that foster 
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innovative education, auto-related safety, and American heritage and legacy.  National programs 
include Ford Partnership for Advanced Studies, which provides high school students 
with academically rigorous 21st century learning experiences, and Driving Skills for Life, a teen-
focused auto safety initiative.  The Ford Volunteer Corps, established in 2005, continues Ford's 
legacy of caring worldwide.  Through the Volunteer Corps, salaried employees, union members, 
retirees and their families participate in a wide range of volunteer projects in their communities.  
For more information on programs made possible by Ford Motor Company Fund and 
Community Services, visit www.ford.com. 
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